
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
What does Qualitative Methods have to do  

with Systematic Reviews? 
 

 
Join the PHS quali’ seminar series to learn about Qualitative Evidence Synthesis (QES) 
– how to systematically search for and draw together qualitative research on a topic. 
While methods for systematic reviews and meta-analysis of quantitative studies are well 
established, this is a fairly new field for qualitative research. Through this seminar series, 
participants will have an opportunity to learn about, discuss and practice QES concepts 
and methods together with experts in the field. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

SAVE THE DATE  SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE 
 
 

Qualitative Evidence Synthesis 
 

Warm welcome from 13.00-16.00*:     
 
September 17th, 2019 
How does qualitative research fit into systematic reviews? (room 4170)* 
Dr. Anna Kågesten, Postdoctoral Researcher, Karolinska Institutet 
 
Oct 23rd, 2019   
Methods for qualitative evidence synthesis (room 4170)  
Dr. Salla Atkins, Associate Professor Tampere University  
 
Nov 11th  2019   
Assessing confidence in the evidence from qualitative synthesis (room 4231) 
Dr. Meghan Bohren, Lecturer, University of Melbourne 
 
Where: Widerströmska, Tomtebodavägen 18a, Floor 4  
 

*the first seminar on September 17th will be 13.00-15.00 
 

Registration   Contact Person 
Amanda Aronsson  Anna Kågesten 
Fu-adm@phs.ki.se  anna.kagesten@ki.se 
 
Registration required by September 1st - Maximum 16 participants! 
First come first serve, priority given to PhD students at PHS. 
Students can get credits for participation (department specific) 
 
Basic knowledge of qualitative methodology is required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The PHS quali seminar series is supported by the Doctoral Programme of Biology of 
Infections and Global Health (BIGH). The goal of the seminars is to provide a space for PhD 
students to learn about (new) qualitative methods. It is also an opportunity for students to receive 
feedback on your own research from peers and experts via engaging lectures and discussions.  
 
 



 
 

 
 

Biosketches of presenters 
 
 

Dr. Anna Kågesten is postdoctoral researcher at the Karolinska Institutet 
Department of Public Health Sciences, Global and Sexual Health (GloSH) 
research group. She is an epidemiologist trained in mixed-methods with over 
10 years of experience in the design, implementation and evaluation of 
programs and studies focused mostly on adolescent sexual and 
reproductive health. Anna received her MPH (2012) from the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health and subsequently completed her PhD in 
the department of Population, Family and Reproductive Health (2017). As 
part of her dissertation, she led a large WHO-commissioned mixed-methods 
systematic review on adolescent gender norms, which sparked her interested 
in qualitative evidence synthesis. Anna has led and participated in research 
projects across different low-and middle-income countries (e.g. Kenya, 
Indonesia, Uganda). She has worked as a research consultant to several 

international organizations such as the WHO department of Reproductive Health and Research where 
she led the development of new program reporting standards for sexual, reproductive, maternal, child 
and adolescent health to improve implementation processes.  
 
 

Dr. Salla Atkins is a social scientist turned health systems researcher, 
with a PhD from PHS. She is an Associate Professor in the New Social 
Research programme at Tampere University in Finland and affiliated to 
the social medicine and migration group at PHS. Salla has engaged 
with evidence syntheses of different forms since 2004. She wrote and 
published a meta-ethnography on patient experiences of adherence to 
tuberculosis treatment in 2007 in PLoS Medicine, when qualitative 
syntheses were still a fairly new approach, and not even included in the 
Cochrane Handbook, which sparked an editorial defending the value of 
qualitative research in health research.  She has maintained an interest 
in qualitative synthesis ever since, and has recently registered a 

qualitative review with the Cochrane Effective Practice and Organisation of Care group on experiences 
of conditional and unconditional cash transfers for health outcomes. Her current research interests lie 
in multi-sectoral collaboration and increasing the use of evidence in policy and practice. 
 
 

Dr. Meghan Bohren is a mixed-methods researcher focusing on 
women’s and reproductive health, particularly in low- and middle-income 
countries. Her research focuses on improving women’s experiences of 
maternity care and using qualitative evidence to humanise decision-
making in public health. She is an Associate Editor with the Cochrane 
Effective Practice and Organisation of Care review group and Section 
Editor (Respectful Maternity Care) of BMC Reproductive Health. Meghan 
is a co-convener of the GRADE-CERQual steering group, which focuses 
on developing new methods for assessing confidence in the evidence 
from reviews of qualitative research. She is currently a Senior Lecturer 
at University of Melbourne School of Population and Global Health in 
Australia, where she also teaches graduate courses in Gender and 
Health and Health Inequalities. Meghan received her doctoral and 
masters degrees from Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
and previously worked at the World Health Organization, Johns Hopkins 

University, and Population Services International (PSI). 
 
 


