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Sick leave and disability pension due to hearing difficulties

Hearing difficulties are common and tend to increase, at the same time the
knowledge about the consequences of these difficulties for work, work capacity and
sick leave or disability pension is very limited.

In Sweden, 1 040 000 persons reported that they had hearing difficulties in 2006.
Moreover, this problem is most likely under reported, the number of people with
measurable hearing difficulties is probably much higher. There is a difference
between the sexes when it comes to hearing damages, which is more common
among men, but the problems is becoming more and more common among women
as well. In Sweden more than half of the persons with hearing difficulties are in the
working ages. The knowledge about consequences of being on sick-leave or
disability pension due to hearing diagnoses is more or less non-existent.

The aim of this project is to increase the knowledge regarding sick leave and
disability pension due to hearing diagnoses, the meaning and the consequences both
for the affected individual and for society at large. This knowledge can later be the
base for future interventions.

We will use prospective data from a big database including all individuals of
working ages in Sweden.
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