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Overview of the session

- Introduction. Carmen Vives-Cases

- PositivMasc videos and teaching guide. Krizia Nardini

- PositivMasc policy brief. Carmen Vives-Cases





Phase 3: Presentation of findings and development of guidelines and materials that
support and promote anti-VAW masculinities.

▪ Objective: to disseminate the findings of the Concept Mapping study and engage
community stakeholders in the design of guidelines and materials that promote and
protect anti-VAW masculinities.

▪ Activities:
▪ Design of awareness raising materials that can be customised for use in community settings (e.g. youth

clubs) and colleges of further and higher education: SHORT-VIDEOS
▪ Draft a set of evidence-based guidelines for educators on how the issue of VAW and the promotion of

anti-VAW masculinities can be addressed in educational settings: TEACHING GUIDE
▪ Develop a set of strategies and resources to promote anti-VAW masculinities and challenge attitudes that

tolerate VAW. One of the key objectives of these workshops will be to begin work on the: POLICY BRIEF

Introduction



Videos and Teaching Guide

Krizia Nardini



POLICY BRIEF

Promoting Positive Masculinities to Address Violence Against 

Women in Young People: Evidence From the PositivMasc Project

Carmen Vives-Cases, Nihaya Daoud, Claire Edwards, Ariadna Cerdán-Torregrosa, 

Robert Bolton, Emily Felt and Mariano Salazar



POLICY BRIEF

● Purpose

● The brief process

● Main contents and findings

● Recommendations



Purpose

To report the main findings from PositivMasc about how young people

think about masculinities and violence against women and the assembled

strategies to promote positive masculinities to prevent this type of violence

from the perspective of both, young people and professionals from

Sweden, Israel, Ireland and Spain.



The brief process

Literature
reviews

Interviews and 
Focus groups

results

Concept 
mapping
results



Main contents

- Executive summary

- Overview (the need)

- About Positivmasc project

- Main results

- Conclusions & Recommendations



Common findings

- Young people recognized extreme forms of VAW and their connection with gender

norms, but this did not translate into recognition of other types of violence (control in

social networks, emotional manipulation, non-consensual sex in couple).

- More flexible and positive understandings of manhood are emerging among young

people, but traditional, harmful understandings also persist.

- In all of the project countries, young people were able to describe their needs in

contributing to prevent VAW, which were related to education on sex and consent,

relationships, gender norms, emotional literacy and regulation, bystander

intervention, conflict resolution and non-violent communication.



Common findings

● A few EU level policy frameworks recognize the need to incorporate men,

boys and masculinities into gender equality work, but there are gaps in

connecting VAW to gender norms.

● In all four countries, there is insufficient policy attention to the link between

gender norms and VAW than hinders existing NGOs and educational

initiatives in this field.



Both young people and

stakeholders perceived a

positive change in gender roles

and consciousness around VAW

within Irish society.

Stakeholders perceived

difficulties regarding how to

discuss and implement formal

education on VAW in schools.



There were different perceptions of

masculinities and VAW among

Jewish and Palestinian-Arab young

adults.

Masculinities among Palestinian-

Arabs are shaped by the

intersections of political forces and

patriarchy that embody unequal

ethno-national power and gender

relations.

For some Jewish young adults, the

neoliberal feminist discourse acts as

a barrier to understand the

systematic, social, and structural

features of VAW.



In general, participants rejected

any justification for VAW.

However, some young people’s

discourses shifted part of the

responsibility for sexual

violence to women, since “a

woman is partly responsible for

her own safety”.

Young men and women

understand and react to VAW

in different ways. However,

forms of VAW such as

controlling behavior and

economic violence were absent

in their discourse



Young activists (of all sexual

orientations) and

non-activist homosexuals and

bisexuals were more critical of

the dominant construction of

gender and the inequalities it

perpetuates.

Some young people confused

victims and perpetrators of

VAW when discussing subtle

forms of violence, victim-

blaming for sexual violence,

digital VAW and bystander

intervention of men.



Recomendations

- For policymakers

- Educators and stakeholders

- Researchers



For policymakers…

- To develop strategies and initiatives that address the harmful, societal ideals of

masculinities that continue to underpin VAW.

- To identify and address emerging forms of VAW, including cyber-harassment and

image-based sexual violence, which young people identify as problematic and

common in their everyday lives.

- To ensure the sustainability of gender equality work that integrates men 

and boys

- To include young people’s voices in decision-making 

to address VAW from the policy to programmatic 

level.



For educators and stakeholders… 

- To work with peer groups and see them as resources to develop alternative and

positive understandings of manhood.

- To promote bystander intervention skills among young people, which recognize both

the supportive factors and the barriers and vulnerabilities they face when intervening.

- To engage families, coaches, peers and other actors in education and VAW

prevention programs is recommended to support young people.

- To promote and sustain the well-being of young men as

gender norms change and evolve.



For researchers…

More research is needed on:

- Current and/or positive masculinities and the relationship to VAW prevention
to help inform policy and practice.

- How gender socialization relates to social and online media.

- Emerging forms of VAW among young people to help inform interventions to
address them.

- Creative and innovative methodologies such as the use of vignettes.
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