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“Research and teaching
– with the elderly’s health in focus”
NVS’ vision is to, through research
and education in our specialist fields of
neurobiology, care sciences and society,
develop expertise and knowledge that
is instrumental in promoting the health
and well-being of people.

We have a specific focus on aging. The
fact that we live increasingly long lives
offers a wealth of opportunities. At
the same time, an aging population
presents one of our era’s greatest challenges, among other things, due to the
links between old age and incidence of
dementia and multimorbidity.
Thanks to the enormous dedication,
expertise and creativity of NVS’ staff
and students, together we are in a position to take on this and other challenges facing society, healthcare and social
services providers and the individual
citizen – so that more people can live
both longer and healthier lives.
I am proud of the work carried out at
NVS, which is briefly presented in this
brochure.
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Our organisation is broad and covers
education and research from cellular
to clinical to societal level. The field of
care sciences stretches from preventive
measures, through accident and emergency nursing to palliative care.

Maria Ankarcrona
Head of Department, Professor,
Department of Neurobiology, Care
Sciences and Society (NVS)

Experimental research on Alzheimer’s disease,
Campus Solna. Photo: Annika Clemes

Activities from cell to society
Translational research

Approximately

500

employees

NVS conducts world-renowned research in
the fields of aging, dementia, epidemiology
and care sciences. The organisation is broad,
covering everything from basic research on a
molecular and cellular level to clinical studies
and research at societal level. In the Swedish
government’s Strategic Research Area initiative,
NVS works mainly in the three fields of neuro–
science, care sciences and epidemiology.

High-quality education
2019
turnover SEK

497
million

We train the healthcare personnel of the future
in occupational therapy, physiotherapy and
nursing at basic and advanced level. The department is also responsible for courses in family
medicine and geriatrics in the study programme for medical students. Our courses maintain
a high level of quality and are well respected,
both in national and international comparisons.

International activities

700

scientific
publications
annually

Internationalisation within education, doctoral
education and research plays an important part
in the development of NVS’ organisation. Our
students are prepared for professional life in a
global environment and to a large extent our
research is carried out through international
collaboration.

Developing the healthcare of tomorrow

At NVS, we also have a great responsibility to
contribute to the future development of nursing
and healthcare, not least in terms of university
hospitals and academic expertise in the fields
of geriatrics, primary healthcare, aging and
rehabilitation. We carry out this work in close
collaboration with municipalities and
Region Stockholm.

Management
NVS is led by the head of department with the support of a
management group. The department is further divided into
divisions whose respective leaderships are represented in
the NVS executive group.

Administration

The department is administered both centrally and locally.
In total, some 50 administrators work in the areas of AV
technology, finance, doctoral education, HR, procurement
and contracts, communication, head of department office
and education at basic and advanced level. The principle
task of administrators is to provide the organisation with
support and supervision on administrative issues.
Learn more on our web > ki.se/en/nvs/about-the-departmentof-neurobiology-care-sciences-and-society

Educating the healthcare professionals and
academics of the future
With a great responsibility for KI’s education
Approximately one third of KI’s students at basic
and advanced level undergo their education at
NVS. Here, the healthcare professionals, researchers and teachers of tomorrow study in an environment characterised by specialist healthcare
and internationally recognised research.

About

2 000
students

Education in collaboration

NVS offers three study programmes at basic level
– to prospective occupational therapists, physiotherapists and nurses – and eleven programmes
at advanced level for specialist nurses. NVS is
also responsible for courses in family medicine
and primary care as well as geriatrics for medical
students. Courses are run in close cooperation
with Karolinska University Hospital and Region
Stockholm, municipalities and other providers of
nursing, social services and healthcare. NVS also
works with global perspectives and international
networks in education.

Commissioned education

NVS offers competence development through
contract education. This includes masters courses in dementia care for physicians, occupational
therapists and physiotherapists respectively in
collaboration with Silviahemmet. After completing the exam, diplomas and decorations are
presented by H.M. the Queen.

Doctoral education

NVS hosts a number of research schools and a
research study programme and has around 170 registered doctoral students. Each year approximately 25 PhD students defend their thesis at NVS.

About

170

PhD students

Learn more online >
ki.se/en/nvs/education-at-nvs
ki.se/en/nvs/doctoraleducation-at-nvs

Physiotherapy students, Campus Flemingsberg.
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Presentation of diplomas to Silvia Doctors, spring 2019. Photo: Yanan Li/Silviahemmet

The department’s research
NVS conducts successful experimental, clinical and epidemiological research as well as research
in care sciences, all with a special
focus on aging, the health of elderly and age related diseases.

Society
Our epidemiological research
includes how environmental and
societal changes impact on health
development at individual, group
and societal levels, and the strategies applied by various societal
stakeholders to promote health.

Neurobiology
The main emphasis is on forms of
dementia and other neurodegene- Researchers at NVS undertake sturative diseases and injuries. Studies dies in areas such as pharmaceuticover areas such as causation, dical use in older patients, how well
agnostics and treatment methods, we age and why, and how various
as well as preventive measures and welfare systems affect aging and
lifestyle factors that may affect our health.
cerebral health. Collaborations
with a number of national and
international clinics and registers
Learn more online >
ki.se/en/nvs/research-at-nvs
grounds our research in society.
Care sciences
Care sciences is a cross-disciplinary and inter-professional research
area. Projects at NVS cover areas
such as e-health, rehabilitation,
comorbidity, mobility, basic care
requirements, patient safety and
patient and family participation in
healthcare. There is also an emphasis on care for the elderly and
living and aging with a cognitive
disability.
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Most co-publications with Stockholm University
Outside of the Nordic countries: Most co-publications with King’s
College London
The following organisations top the list of co-publications with NVS
during 2018-2019:
Within the Nordic countries

In the rest of the world

Stockholm University		
Uppsala University		
University of Gothenburg		
Lund University			
National Institute of Health & Welfare (fi)
University of Helsinki		
Dalarna University			
Umeå University		
Linköping University		
University of Oslo		
University of Bergen		

115
King’s College London 		
104
University College London 		
72
University of Oxford 		
71
Imperial College London 		
69
Harvard University 			
Institut national de la santé et de la recherche médicale (Inserm, fr)			 68
62
Vrije University Amsterdam		
60
University of Washington		
57
University of Toronto 		
57
University of Brescia			
55
University of Cambridge		

Image world map: Public Domain, (edited - colour changes).
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=868126

To a great extent, research at NVS is carried out through worldwide,
international collaboration. The picture shows the countries with whom
NVS has the most collaborations, per continent during the time period
of 2018-2019. We publish over 700 scientific articles each year in prominent journals.

Your support can contribute to improving
people’s health!
By supporting NVS’ research or education, you can contribute to improving
people’s health, with the aim of giving more people the opportunity to live
longer and healthier lives!

Many ways to give

There are several ways to support both research and education at NVS, for
example by donating money via the Karolinska Institutet web using your
payment card, via bank giro, or in the form of a memorial or legacy gift. You
choose where you want the money to go; a specific project or field, a researcher
or a study programme. You can also volunteer to participate in an ongoing
study at the department.
Learn more online > ki.se/en/nvs/support-nvs-activities
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Alzheimer research.
Research with study participants
in a brain lab.

Research with a study
participant in a physio lab.
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