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Road traffic injury and sickness absence 

 

Despite extensive measures in Sweden and other countries to reduce traffic accidents 

in general, a large number of traffic accidents still occur where drivers, passengers, 

cyclists and pedestrians are injured. 

Knowledge is extremely limited when it comes to long-term consequences for the 

injured road users. One reason why this has not been investigated to any great extent 

is that information on this has often not been available, neither in Sweden nor in 

other countries. Of interest are, from different perspectives, for example the 

following questions: What proportion of the injured are on sick leave or receive 

disability pension? In which diagnoses? For a shorter period or for several years to 

come? How extensive are their future needs for healthcare and medication? How is 

this related to previous healthcare consumption, sick leave, etc. 

Due to its significant economic impact, incapacity for work constitutes a large part 

of the disease burden in traffic accidents and is therefore a very important outcome 

variable for research on traffic injuries. As a supplement to social insurance, people 

injured in traffic accidents can receive financial compensation from insurance 

companies for a permanent medical injury. There is a lack of knowledge about the 

extent to which an assessed permanent medical injury correlates with long-term sick-

leave or disability pension. 

 

The purpose of our research is to gain knowledge about the future life situation of 

drivers, passengers, cyclists and pedestrians who are injured in traffic. This type of 

research provides valuable information to authorities and other actors so that 

preventive measures can be taken. 

This is an interdisciplinary project that takes place in collaboration with researchers 

from Folksam Traffic Research 

The project has funding from: Folksam, AFA insurance and the Swedish Transport 

Administration 
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